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music to that beauty of sound which all systems
put out their hands to seize. These melodies
are such as would have satisfied Plato." And
W. B. Yeats, envying the conditions which
could foster such art, says : " Rabindranath
Tagore writes music for his words, and one
understands that he is so abundant, so spon-
taneous, so daring in his passion, so full of
surprise, because he is doing something which
never seems strange, unnatural, or in need of
defence."
He writes, in fact, with faith in his audience
and in its cordial delight in what he sings; his
music flows freely because there are eager
listeners waiting to accept and to rejoice in his
song; and this we discover, as we look back
into the history of Bengali literature, comes of
the propitious custom of the country.
We must go back a long way, to a time
between Chaucer and Shakespeare, to realise
the true anticipator of Gitanjali in the figure
of Nimai, otherwise called Chaitanya Deva.
He lived at .one time not far from Bolpur,
where Rabindranath Tagore has his home.
No one could have told in Nimai's boyhood
that he was to grow up into a poet; for he